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8" of October 2025

The Hon. Jason Clare MP
Minister for Education
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

By Email: minister.clare@education.gov.au
Health Students Alliance and Health Services Union call for placement funding
Dear Minister,

The Health Students Alliance (HSA) is a coalition of over 40 peak organisations for pharmacy and allied
health students from across Australia. Formed in early 2025 to highlight the burden of placement poverty
on students in these fields, the HSA has continued to call for expansion of Commonwealth Prac
Payments to more health disciplines.

The Health Services Union (HSU) represents more than 110,000 members across Australia, in public and
private hospitals, aged care, disability services, community health, private practices, Aboriginal health
services, ambulance services and pathology services. During the federal election, the HSU called for the
expansion of Prac Payments to allied health professions.

Our two organisations have supported the Albanese Labor Government’s bold initiative to implement paid
placements for teaching, nursing, midwifery and social work students. However, students from across
many other health disciplines are foregoing meals, struggling to pay bills, and being forced to decide
whether they can afford to continue their studies.

This financial burden also has a disproportionate impact on First Nations students, women, those living
with a disability, and students from a low socio-economic background.

Australia is facing critical workforce shortage issues in healthcare. There are not enough graduates in
pharmacy, occupational therapy, physiotherapy, psychology and other allied health programs to meet the
demands of a growing health system. The HSA and HSU are calling on the Albanese government to
expand Commonwealth Prac Payments to allied health students as a matter of urgency in the 2026-2027
Federal Budget.

We are seeking an opportunity to meet with you to discuss this implementation of paid placements for
other health disciplines.

Sincerely,
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Sebastian Harper Lloyd Williams
Spokesperson National Secretary

Health Students Alliance Health Services Union



